World Detector Dog Organization
Meeting Minutes
Type of meeting
XIRegular Monthly Board Meeting [I1Special Board Meeting [JExecutive

[ICalled Meeting LJCommittee meeting [1Other

Date: 02-06-2025 Time: 7:05pm CT Location: online via Zoom

Attendees and Call to Order

Presiding Officers present: Laura Totis, President; Dr Myers, Chair
Officer Absence substitution:  n/a
Voting members in attendance: Dr Myers, Stephanie Koch

Officers: Laura Totis, President; Dr. Myers, Chair

Guests in attendance: Sheree Swindle, WDDO member
Miriam Rose, guest of Dr Myers

Also present: Liz Hauck, administrative assistant

Meeting open to General Membership: Xlyes CIno

Approval of Minutes and Financial Report

Secretary originally hired could not continue due to health problems and we do not have minutes or
financial report for January meeting. Board approved waiving minutes and financial report.

Officers’ Reports and Announcements
None

Old Business

Reinstatement in Maryland as non-stock corporation in state of Maryland. Board approves
continuing to work with Chisholm Law and our existing accounting firm to complete necessary filings.

Continue banking at First US. First US appears to be able to provide online banking services we
need to process income and payments remotely. We are working on completing steps required by the
bank to change authorized users to Dr Myers and Liz Hauck. Board approves.

Stephanie Koch noted that debit card needs to be revived (cancelled due to fraudulent charge late last
year) in order to pursue previously board-approved purchase.

Web site limitations: we have an informal quote from current web site manager for providing either
minimal upgrade (to ensure basic functionality, eg. being unable to reliably update the software or
correct problems with our emails going to spam) or site revamp. Board will revisit how and when to



improve the site at later date. Sheree Swindle had made a well researched presentation in the past and is
willing to revisit this in another meeting.

New Business

Discussion of sport and research team certifications and membership

Can WDDO attract and accommodate non-professional people to get involved in the organization?
Guest Miriam Rose is an active and experienced member of sporting dog community. Discussion:
WDDO should be able to attract non-professional members as associates at reduced fees. Laura Totis
noted bylaws provide for accommodating associate/limited members; just need to determine fee for
that membership. Stephanie Koch noted appeal to non-professionals of taking an actual working scent
detection canine test, being tested to the highest standard. While WDDO can’t lower fees for the tests,
the costs of one-time testing would be comparable to the NACSW ORT exams. Miriam Rose notes that
the competitive handlers appreciate tokens of achievement that can be affordable. Group agrees the
protocol would be a reduced-fee non-voting membership, one-time pass/no pass test at current fees.
Laura Totis suggest this would be an attractive target particularly for people who have done the basics
with ORT and want something bigger to work for.

Sheree Swindle points out that new members from sport field will look for a page on our web site
relevant to their needs. Stephanie Koch comments that a huge opportunity for WDDO is merchandise
for the sports members. Sheree suggests certificate bundles include a T-shirt for the handler and canine:
"I worked with the BIG DOGS!”

Laura Totis notes she/we have an existing draft sport dog test. Also suggested: using WDDO as a third
party testing body for other entities.

Review of brochure for booth at JSWK9

Group gave feedback to Laura Totis on the draft brochure for the Joint Symposium for Working K9s in
Atlanta in April: add sport dogs, info regarding possible certification for research projects. Final review
with Dr Myers and Stephanie Koch, then ok to print brochure. Suggested we also include brochure
copy on WDDO web site events page (event is already shown there).

General Discussion

Impact of increasing use of a newer product in bed bug control (Apprehend, a naturally occurring
fungus in an oil based delivery system, marketed per label as a preventative) leading to pest control
companies moving away from canine inspections as they can make somewhat greater profit.

Reaching out to former members by phone was a proposed project that was interrupted last year. David
Latimer may be a resource for this. Membership list will be provided to Laura Totis, Stephanie Koch
and Larry Myers. Sheree Swindle recommends organizing questions ahead of outreach.

WDDO annual conference 2025 - April deemed impracticable because of JISWK9 conference in
Atlanta. Discussed logistics of scheduling, location, producing, and demand by members for



opportunities to work their dogs. Stephanie Koch suggests planning it for after launching new sports
members’ drive.

David Latimer is working on offering an online refresher course per Laura Totis and Dr Myers.
Stephanie would like to invite him to attend the next board meeting.

General Membership Attendance: 1

Adjournment

Larry Myers moved that the meeting be adjourned. Stephanie Koch seconded. Meeting adjourned
8:43PM.

Minutes Prepared By:
Liz Hauck Date approved:



